Q - What is the Queen’s Guide Award?
A - The Queen’s Guide Award is the highest award in Girlguiding, taking 3 years to complete. It gives you the chance to develop your own skills, whilst contributing to Girlguiding and your local community. It is open to members aged 16 to 25 and must be completed within 3 years or before your 26th birthday, whichever is sooner.
The Queen’s Guide Award is split into 5 sections – Service in Guiding, Outdoor Challenge, Personal Skill Development, Community Action and Residential. 
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Q - When did you complete your award and why did you decide to do it?
A - I achieved my Queen’s Guide Award in 2016 and received my official award and broach at the Houses of Commons in 2017. The Queen’s Guide Award isn’t just a great achievement to share with other members of Girlguiding, potential employers and further education institutions will also be impressed with the accomplishment. I have always enjoyed a challenge and love having a focus outside of my work and social life. I sat for hours and hours planning and working towards my award and put so much effort into every aspect. When I was presented with the award at The House of Commons, it really was a proud moment.
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Q - How long have you been the Queen’s Guide Adviser for Worcestershire County?
A - I became the Worcestershire Queen’s Guide Adviser in January 2020. As a Queen’s Guide Advisor, I am responsible for supporting all members across the county and offer support, guidance and encouragement during the 3-year period. 
Q - What was your favourite part of the award?
A - Ohh gosh that’s a tricky one, I have loads of favourites!
Firstly, I was really proud of my achievements for the Community Action section. This section challenges you to develop a greater understanding of the world around you. Over a 12-month period, the challenge is to choose a charity or topic and carry out a research project and practical project. I chose to base my research on a local children’s home for autistic children.  I raised awareness of the charity, organised numerous fundraising evenings and finally, I abseiled from the National Lift Tower in Northampton (which made my local newspaper!) and raised a total of £1644.07 for the charity. I was then invited to present the cheque to the children’s home at a local event.
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[image: C:\Users\Vicki-Laptop\Pictures\Talyllyn Railway\DSCF0045.JPG]Secondly, I really enjoyed the residential element of the Queens Guide Award. I volunteered at a steam train railway in Wales. During my stay I learnt so much but I mainly learnt how to clean the locomotives ready for their busy schedule each day; how to be a fireman and keep the fire going on each train journey and I had the important job of sounding the whistle! This experience was incredible, and I would recommend this is anyone who fancies a new experience! I met some inspiring people and had a warm welcome for the whole of my 5-night stay.
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Q - Can I complete my Duke of Edinburgh Award and Queen’s Guide Award at the same time?
A - If you are working towards your Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award, you could do one residential to count towards both awards. I will post a link at the bottom to the Girlguiding website for more information.

Q - Is there a link to find out more about the Queens Guide Award?
A - Absolutely, here is the link - Queen's Guide Award | Girlguiding. You can find out more information on the Girlguiding website and the QGA Resource - queens-guide-award-resource.pdf (girlguiding.org.uk) will give you all the information you need to know about the award. 

Q - How do I sign up to start the award?
If you are interested in signing up to do the Queen’s Guide Award, please email me on my email address - qga@girlguidingworcs.co.uk. I will send you all the information you need to start the award. Once you have chosen a mentor and finalised your first rough 3-year plan, we will arrange a meeting together (over zoom at the moment!) and if I am happy with your plan, I will sign you up on GO! and you’re off! 
Good luck and I can’t wait to hear from you soon!
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